Knowing Our Adversary (Part V) 



The Tools of Satan: Flattery and Fear 

And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a 
tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let 
us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad 
upon the face of the whole earth. 
Genesis 11:4 (KJV)© 

When we take Satan's methods and examine them closely we 
find that they can be summed up in two basic tactics; flattery 
and fear. At the Tower of Babel we see that Satan put both to 
use when he stirred up the men with fear that they would be 
scattered if they didn't build this tower, and flattered them with the promise that they would make a name for 
themselves if they did. Lying plays a key role in selling both tactics to us. Where Satan the father of lies (John 
8:44 O) is concerned, you can always be certain that some form of lying or deception is involved. Flattery is the 
companion of pride, they go together hand in glove. 

ff A really efficient totalitarian state would be one in which the all-powerful executive of 
political bosses and their army of managers control a population of slaves who do not 
have to be coerced, because they love their servitude. To make them love it is the task 
assigned, in present-day totalitarian states, to ministries of propaganda, newspaper 
editors and schoolteachers.... The greatest triumphs of propaganda have been 
accomplished, not by doing something, but by refraining from doing. Great is truth, but 
still greater, from a practical point of view, is silence about truth. f? 
Aldous Huxley, ff Brave NewWorkT 

During times of universal deceit, telling the truth becomes a revolutionary act. 
George Orwell, "1984" 

Forgive me for using the words of godless men in the same context with holy scripture. I do so only to make an 
important point, that one need not be a bible thumper to recognize the tactics of Satan at work in the world. Say 
what you will of Orwell and Huxley, they both saw a world coming that was ruled by lies and propaganda, a 
world view that whether we like it or not completely agrees with bible prophecy. Where they disagree is only in 
the method by which this goal of totalitarianism will be achieved, fear or flattery. So who was right? 

And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honour of 
the kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries. 
Daniel 11:21 (KJV)© 

And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast 
should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast 
should be killed. And he cause th all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, 




to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy 
or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 
Revelation 13:15-17 (KJV) © 

I believe both Huxley and Orwell were in feet, correct. We are right now at the end of what we might call "the 
Huxley phase", an unprecedented period of peace, a time of flattery and comfort. We have been lulled by 
convenience and excess into passivity, soothed by the opiates of the masses into submission. The "Orwell phase" 
is just set to begin, the freedoms we couldn't be persuaded to give up through mirth and folly will now be taken 
from us by force. 

As the above verses demonstrate the antichrist will first use flattery to obtain his kingdom, then fear to rule it. This 
has been the game plan straight from Satan's playbook since the beginning. As Christians we are likely aware 
that fear is a powerful weapon of Satan, but flattery is perhaps even more so. Flattery most always flies under the 
radar undetected. In feet we could sum up flattery and fear even further by recognizing that one is simply what 
we want to hear, believe and embrace and the other what we don't. Once flattery and fear are understood as just 
the means to an end, Satan's methods to persuade us to heed his will, they can be dealt with directly as part of 
knowing our adversary. 
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